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Marketing Perishable Farm Products. By Arthub B. Adams. 
(Columbia University Studies in History, Economics and 
Public Law, lxxii, No. 3. New York: Longmans, Green and 
Company. 1916. Pp. 180.) 

This treatment of an important aspect of market distribution is 
timely and deserves a wide reading. While much of the development 
is not entirely original, the point of view is well sustained and the 
analyses are unusually clear. The constructive purposes of the author 
are manifest at every turn and usually to good advantage. The 
author shows an understanding of the marketing trade that ranks him 
well among specialists in this field. This fact adds to the value of the 
work. Perishables naturally are the most difficult of farm products to 
treat from this point of view. One cannot well lay this volume aside 
without careful reading if he wishes to keep abreast of the subject of 
marketing on the agricultural side. 

The mechanical features of the volume are poorly handled. The 
table of contents disagrees in wording with the division headings, the 
footnotes are not well organized, and there is complete lack of an index 
or even of a bibliography. The tables of statistics are compiled from 
sources that require more adjustment to one another than the author 
works out for us. Dates are omitted all too persistently. 

Charles L. Stewart. 

University of Illinois. 

MINOR NOTICES 

In America's Case Against Germany, (New York: E. P. Dutton and 
Company, 1917, pp. xiv, 264), Professor Lindsay Rogers has under- 
taken to present a review of the main points in the controversy between 
the United States and Germany which led ultimately to the outbreak 
of war between the two countries. He discusses in turn Germany's 
submarine policy, the sinking of the Lusitania, the Sussex and other 
ocean liners, the repudiation by the imperial government of its pledges 
regarding the sinking of merchant vessels, the armed merchantmen 
controversy, the question of the exportation of munitions, the right of 
retaliation, and other questions of international law. He examines the 
contentions put forward by both governments in the more important 
diplomatic notes which deal with these questions, and comments upon 
many of the views put forward by the German government as an excuse 
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for its shameful disregard of the law of nations and the established usages 
of the past. The book is written in a popular and untechnical style and 
the author's reasoning is both clear and logical. Many points in the 
indictment against Germany are untouched; but there is quite enough 
to convict the German government before any impartial tribunal and 
to justify abundantly our own action. 

The book contains a useful bibliographical note and some illustrative 
material in an appendix. 

The Macmillan Company has recently published a History of Europe 
from 1862 to 1914 by Colonel Lucius H. Holt, and Captain Alexander W. 
Chilton, both of whom are teachers of history at West Point. The 
book lays special emphasis upon those events which have influenced 
the course of international relations, and has relegated to the back- 
ground many minor questions of internal politics which have hitherto 
cluttered up the pages of general histories despite their relative lack of 
any real importance. The authors have given military matters their 
proper share of consideration, but there is no over-emphasis upon this 
phase of European history. These military chapters, which are the 
work of Captain Chilton, present more illuminating discussions of such 
historical episodes as the Danish "War of 1864, the Russo-Turkish War 
of 1877-78 and the Russo-Japanese War than one can easily find within 
such concise limits elsewhere. 

The members of the division of education at Harvard University 
have published a volume on The Teaching of Economics at Harvard 
(Harvard University Press, pp. 248) which embodies the results of an 
elaborate technical study made during the last three years into the 
scope, methods and results of the various courses offered by the de- 
partment of economics at Harvard. The book is of considerable interest 
to all teachers of political science because it indicates the nature of 
the various tests which experts in pedagogy apply to instruction in the 
field of the social sciences, and also because it discusses fully a problem 
with which every teacher of politics or government today finds con- 
fronting him, namely, the need for making instruction "more practical." 
What is said in this book concerning the teaching of economics at 
Harvard would probably apply without much alteration to the teaching 
of political science at any large institution of higher education in the 
United States. The educators who carried on this inquiry make no 
specific recommendations; their aim has merely been to "provide an 
adequate basis of fact" from which teachers of economics may them- 
selves draw appropriate conclusions. 
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An excellent report of nearly six hundred pages entitled A Survey 
of the Government of the City of Indianapolis has recently been published 
by the Indianapolis Chamber of Commerce. This embodies the survey 
of Indianapolis made by the New York Bureau of Municipal Research. 
Every branch of the city government has been carefully studied and 
criticized in a thoroughly impartial, scientific manner. The investiga- 
tion of the police department is particularly well done. The results of 
the survey are summed up in thirty-seven pages of helpful, constructive 
recommendations, many of which would apply with equal force to not a 
few American cities. 

A Survey of the Revenue System of Delaware County, Pa., is an interest- 
ing and valuable study of local tax methods, by Dr. G. Watkins of the 
University of Illinois. As it is confined to county revenues, it deals pri- 
marily with the general property tax. The account of its workings in 
the district examined simply confirms the indictment of this tax al- 
ready made in other similar studies. The inefficiency of the assessors, 
due in part to the method of election, in part to inadequate pay ($2.50 
a day), and in part to lack of equipment; the inequality of assessment, 
the relation of the assessed to the true value ranging from 20 to 70 per 
cent in different townships; the unjust treatment of small as compared 
with large properties; the undue burden placed on realty by the escape 
of personalty — all these evils are familiar to the student of local taxation 
in the United States. Dr. Watkins suggests no remedy, but lets his facts 
speak for themselves. Such intensive studies as this are needed to 
bring the truth home to the local taxpayer. 

A useful little volume on Statistics, covering in concise form such 
matters as the gathering of material, the editing of schedules, schemes 
of tabulation, ratios, averages and graphic representation, has been 
prepared by Professor William B. Bailey and Dr. John Cummings 
(A. C. McClurg & Co., pp. 153). The book will be of distinct value to 
those who desire an acquaintance with the elements of statistics but 
who have neither the time nor the interest to study the technical phases 
of the subject. The material is arranged with admirable clearness and 
is presented in interesting form. 

Professor H. C. Dale's The Ashley-Smith Exploration and Discovery 
of a Central Route to the Pacific, 1822-29 (A. H. Clark) contains two long 
letters and one journal concerning several journeys of exploration into 
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the Colorado and Nevada region of the Rockies and from there on to 
California. Ashley and Smith were prominent furtraders of St. Louis 
and opened up for exploitation this middle region of the mountains. 
The publication of this new material on the fur trade has given occasion 
to the editor to write the best short account of the f urtrading operations 
centering in St. Louis that has thus far appeared. The book is profusely 
annotated and the whole editorial apparatus is most excellent. 

The Boston Book Company has recently issued a volume on Equity 
in its Relations to the Common Law by William W. Billson of the Minne- 
sota Bar. The work strikes out along new lines in the endeavor to 
demonstrate that equity has not been historically restricted to the 
amelioration of defects in the common law but that it has had for its 
province the enforcement of a superior legal morality. To this end the 
author discusses the development of equity jurisprudence both in Rome 
and in England, demonstrating that there is more similarity between 
the two than has commonly been recognized. 

Tort, Crime and Police in Mediaeval Britain by J. W. Jeudwine 
(London: Williams & Norgate, 1917, pp. 292) is an analysis of the 
subject based wholly upon the original sources. The author has no 
particular thesis to maintain. His purpose has been to let the records 
tell their own story; and although this policy has somewhat impaired the 
readability of the book, it finds ample justification in the trustworthi- 
ness of the author's conclusions. As a convenient work of ready ref- 
erence on a great many minor topics of mediaeval English jurisprudence 
this book will be of service. 

A further volume containing the collected essays and speeches of the 
Hon. Elihu Root has been issued by the Harvard University Press. 
The title of this issue is The United States and the War, The Mission to 
Russia. The various chapters have been edited by Robert Bacon and 
James Brown Scott. The larger part of the volume is made up of ad- 
dresses delivered either in the United States or in Russia during the year 
1917. Mr. Root's Russian speeches are here for the first time made 
available to American readers. 

Under the title of The War Administration an illustrated presentation 
of the war message delivered to Congress last April has been issued by 
the Walton Advertising and Printing Company of Boston. The 
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brochure contains, in addition to the war address, portraits of the 
President, the vice president and the members of the cabinet, besides 
short biographical sketches of each. 

The December number of The Round Table, a review of British impe- 
rial politics, contains articles on the war written by British residents in 
all corners of the empire. The effects of the war upon India are treated 
at length. All the articles are readable and free from bias. 

The Century Company has recently published An Introduction to 
Social Economy by Professor F. S. Chapin of Smith College. The 
book contains a general survey of social and industrial evolution with 
stress upon the historical changes in industrial organization and their 
effect upon the life of the people. 



